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So Gardiner was sent in the winter to see the Emperor
with the King's friend Knyvett, who was to be the
new resident ambassador; the object of the visit
being partly to impress the French, and partly to
persuade Charles of Henry's strict Catholicism,
and so to render more difficult any such agree-
ment being made as that aimed at by the meeting
at Worms between the Lutheran princes and their
suzerain, Gardiner's mission was not very success-
ful, for Charles, understood the move perfectly;
but it was not his policy then to alienate Henry,
for he was slowly maturing his plans for crushing
France utterly, and hoped whilst Catholic influence
was paramount in England to obtain the help or
at least the neutrality of Henry.
The fall of Cromwell had been hailed by
Catholics in England as the salvation of their faith,
and high hopes had attended the elevation of
Gardiner. But the crushing taxation, the arbi-
trary measures, and, above all, the cruel persecution
of those who, however slightly, questioned the
King's spiritual supremacy, caused renewed dis-
content amongst the extreme Catholics, who still
looked yearningly towards Cardinal Pole and his
house. It is not probable that any Yorkist con-
spiracy existed in England at the time; the people
were too much terrified for that; but Henry's
ambassadors and agents in Catholic countries had
been forced sometimes to dally with the foreign
view of the King's supremacy, and Gardiner, whose
methods were even more unscrupulous than those
of Cromwell, suddenly pounced upon those of
Henry's ministers who might be supposed to have
come into contact with the friends of the House of